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The New Woman of the Orient

Slowly But Surely She
Nihal
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N a balmy spring day it fascinates the eye fo
O wateh the fogry, murky-looking horizon

slowly bBecome iridiscent with the dawn el

dav. The dawn of the new Oriental womanhood

% no less charming: The entire Asian horizen to-

day is roseate with the grandeur of this new being

the emancipated woman-—that spells salvation
and progress to the entire QOrient

The Oriental woman who, for centuries, has fig

ured as the slave, or, at Dest, as the plaything of
thie opposite sex, is now coming to bhe regarded
by the Asian man as “the mother of the nation,”

on whaose intelligence, education and native genius
Fangs the destiny of the people. With this changed
attitude has come the emancipation of woman
from the harem and zenana (seclusion); and the
abolitiom of the old regunlations of enforced widow-
hood, early marriage and peolygamy. Hemeeforth
the Oriental woman is to be treated with respect
and gallantry, given her rights as a human Peing,
and educated so as to creditably discharge the re.
sponsibilities of her position.

It is self-interest that actuates the Asian man
to eurh his instinet to be the “ruler of all he sur:
vevs,” and given the woman a chance to eveolve
Contaet with the Oe¢cidental has Mmpressed Rim
with the faet that, in consigning the womam to
slavery, ignorance and superstition, he is weaken-
ing the mation. He s fast coming to realize that
e must give the woman an equitable status—an
apportunity for development, etherwise a dire fate
awaits the Asian peoples. This awakening is re-
sponsible for the great activity with whieh the
Oviental has taken up the work of emaneipating
woman,

Of all Oriental conmtries, Hindostam has given
the most iniquitens treatment to its women. The
woman has labored under serious sex-ineqnality.
She has been married early, and in many cases
she has been obliged to live in polygamy. Man
has compelled her to remain a widow, while he
ihas prohibited polyandry, refused to put up with
enforced widowerhood, and enjoyed & plurality of

wives, In meny Hindu families the treatmemt of
the widow has been far from humane and consid-
erate. The Hast Indian woman, as a rule, has had

a mere domestic existence.

India leads the Owient.

ODAY, India beats all other Oriental countries

in its sctivity in filing the
fetters of woman. The larg-
er cities have become vital
centres for the propaganda
for the uplift of the female
sex, and even the provinces
are eagerly initiaring reforms
that tem aor even five years
ago would have heen consid-

ered revolutionary. Both the
man and the woman are
learning the utility of worlke

ing in double harness whieh
they find is impessible so
long as the oldem rime en-
crmbrances and prefudices
thar formed essential parts
of the old systemr still exist.
Naturally, the wife is assum-
ing something ke her nor-
mal status, and the nation 19
endeavoring to previde edu
eational faeilities wuich will
enable the women of India
to develop into useful eiti-
EENS, Modern notions re-
garding weman's sphere of
work and status are convuls-
ing Indian society. Neaw
ideals are being formed, new
platiorms enunciated. The
careful training of woman is
coming to be looked upen as
the most vital problem eof
the day, and the nation i
vigorously and systematical-
Iy setting te work to do its
duty by the fair sex.

Under the impulse of this
aggressive reform nove-
ment, the old, traditional in
stitutions are disintegraring amnd ecrumbling to
dust. The old order is changing, vielding plaece to
new comnditions, Old idols are being brokem and
new ideals installed in their stead. The seclusien
of the purdah—the confinement of women within
the four walls of the home, otherwise known as
the zenana or harem—is fast coming to be consid-
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eved an old-fashioned and cruel cus-
tom. The sexses are nat being Rept
apart as rigidly as they were twenty
or even ten years ago The wveil is
rapidly falling inte disuse aad men
and women alilke are heginning to
look upem it as & relic of harbarism
Woman is commencing to move
about with more freedomy, and grad-
nally it is coming to pass that she
is heing locked upem as an  adull,
invested with sane faew ties instea.l
aff being consideved a half-witted
child, beorn to drudge or to amuse
.

Men urge emancipation.
H# very men who, & generation

ago built special apartments
wherein the women of the house-
hold were conf ed, are today
strongly recommending the Ilibera-

tion of the women; and the present
generation is gradually becoming
imbuwed with the conviction that
chastity dwells outside & harem just
as much as inside it The argu-
ments whichr two or three decades
ago were universally urged in order
to keep the women behind the pur
dah and in perpetual illiteracy have
today lost their petency, and the
conservatives of yesterday have
joined the ranks of the enthusiasts
of today who are working for the
emancipationr of the Indian woman.
The change is so rapid and revolu-
tionary in charaeter that it foreeful-
ly impresses the mind of a traveler
in I'ndia today.

As the Indian woman is coming in contact with
the outside world, she is learning to realize her
lacks and is filled with the desire to adjust her-
self ta the transformed eonditions. She is grow-
img to feel that she is destined to take a leading
part in the rejuvenescence of Hindostan and is
eager to qualify herself to help advance the cause
of her country. All over the land the women are
orgamizing chubs, associations and societies fow
the purpese of mutuasl improvement and for the
uplift of their less fortumate sisters, There is
hardly a city or town of any
gizee in the Indian peninsula
whieh is without such organiz
ations, and all of them sigmifi-
eantly point to the fact that
the Hindu women are slowly
beeoming used to banding te-
gether to advanece their cause,
and have learned the effcctive-
ness of organization and mu-
tual aid—a development hith-
erte unknown i the history of
Hindastan,

Hindu women awake.

WH!L}«: she was confined in
seclusien and hearty in-
termingling of the sexes was
fmterdicted, the woman of Indix
spent her time Letween house-
hold duties and superstitious
religious praectices. She  he-
guiled her mind with stories
regarding the gods and god-
desses. Today the Hindw wo-
man e thinking less of the
world to eome and more of
the present, She is beginning
to grasp the idea that she
must set herself to the task of
lightening her househald drud-
gery, cultivate her mind seien
tifically amd devete all her
time and energy to the im-
provement of herself, her im-
mediate relations, and Rher
neighbors, Hindu givls are
taking, with avidity, te educa-
tiom modeled on the western
plan, with a few necessary
ehanges, and scheels and ecol-
leges specially designed for the edueatioen and up
lift of zirls are constaatly being built. Indian
women bave even commenced to go to men's col
leges, amd many have graduated fromy the leading
universities of Imdia during reeent years. A girl
headed the list of candidates for the B. A. exam-
ination at the Allahabad University im 1907, climb.

umiversity.
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Gaining Her Rightful Place

ing over the heads of 400 oth-
ers in order to reach the place
of honor, A girl alse headed
the list of 500 candidates in
the sophomare examination in
the same university, while two
girls were fifth and seventl
on the list, respeetively, inthe
high school examinatiom, for
which over a thousand candt
dates appeared.

The most typieal work for
the emancipation of the Hindu
woman {s being carrvied om at
Poona, a leading town in tho
Bembay Presidency. Her:
Professor D: K. Kharve con-
ducts his famous Hindu Wid
ow's Home, and alse his “Ma-
hile Vidyalaya.” These two
institutions are loosening the
ghacikles from the unfortunatc
women of the land and show-
ing them hew te obtain tho
maximum of Rhappiness from
life by usefully serving so-
ciety. The aim of the Widow's
Home i3 to eduecate Hindu
widows aiong broad, national
limes, The youmg women are
taught to Beip themselves in
all domestie matters, with o
view to being useful members
of an Imdianx home after leav-
ing the school. The principles
of the WMindu religieom are
taught and all religious ob-
gervances are scrupulously
kept. Love of finery and lux
ury is discouraged. Some aof
the widows are taught nurs-
ing, weaving, tafloring, and
other trades and industries
that will make themr self-sup
porting if it is necessary for them to earn their
own living,

A Hindu Schoeal for Girls.

SUP’PLEMENTART to the Widow’s Home i3
thhe Mahila Vidyalaya. This fnstitution was
started by Professor Kharve with a view
to stemming the tide of widows by laying
the axe at the foot of early marriage. Tha
Vidyalaya is probably the first boarding school fov
Hindu girls established inm Southern Madia—if no#
in all Imdia. The school is intended for the edue-
cation of girls of the wmiddle class and humbler
walks of Tife, and thus only $1.59 to $2.00 a month
is charged for board, lodging and tuition; and in
case a girl’s guardian cannot afford even this
small sum, no charge whatever s made, The
Vidyalaya at present serves merely as a hostel, amd
the girls attend the local day school, receive their
education along with the hoys-—a feature that is
absolutely new in India and significant of the rev-
olution that s taking place in the ecountry. The
basic principle of the Vidyalaya is to maintain and
educate unmarried girls admitted on a distinet
promise fromr their guardians that they will not be
removed from the institution until they are 20
yvears of age. Thus the marriage of the girls in
the Vidyalaya must be postponed, of neeessity, um-
til they are over 29 years old The emancipation
of woman is a very recent inmovation in India, and
is, therefore, in its extreme infant stage. Only
cseven out of 1,000 women in India are [Hterate.
Today there are 40,000,000 women shut up in zen-
anas, 25,000,000 widows, and of this number, 6,000
im Bengal alome are under I year of age. More-
over, the facilities for the education of girls are
of the poorest nature, since fully four-fifths eof the
villages of Hindostan are without a school house.
The problem of woman-uplift in mdia is a Enotty
ome: hut as the native conscvience has awakened
to the necessity of it, there is mo doubt whatever
that a decade or two will see marvelous develog-
ments,

As it is, the timid, shy Hindu girl is taking to
school-going, In the united provinees of Agra and
Oudh the number of girl scholars snows a signifi-
eant inerease of 30 per cent during the year. Five
years ago there were, in the Madras Presideney,
130,432 girls at school and now there are 164,706,
being an increase of 26 per cent during the quin-
quenniumy, On the 3ock of Mavch 1907, there were
121,195 girls and wemen in public educational im-
stitntions in the Bengal Presideney, being ome in
every 33 girls of scheol-going age as against en?
in every 58 at the close of the last gquinguenmiunn

Mest prebably India caught the sparic of wo
man's uplift from Japam A systematic propa-
ganda to modermize woman in the Mikade's Ems
pire was started close upon half a century ago. In




